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Thank you to Ms. Rowley for organizing 
the ceremony to raise the Flag of 
Remembrance to commemorate the 20th

anniversary of 9/11.  Also, thank you to 
the East High JROTC cadets for coming to 
raise the flags for our ceremony!  The 
Freedom Flag Foundation selected 
Robinson to host a piece of steel from 
WTC Tower 1 from a beam that was 
between the 92-95th floor for the school 
year.   

Also, thank you to Mr. Tony Adams, father 
of our choir teacher Ms. Adams, for 
allowing Ms. Adams to record an interview 
to share with our 6th, 7th and 8th grade 
students about his experiences from living 
in Long Island on September 11, 2001.

R O B I N S O N  
S O C I A L  M E DIA

Facebook
@RobinsonUSD259

Instagram
@robinsonramsms259

Twitter
@RobinsonMidSch

Tech Help?

bit.ly/RMSTech911

973-HELP (4357).  

Rapid Identity:

Username:  pupil ID

Microsoft 0365

Username:  pupil 

ID@usd259.net

Student Email 

Address:

firstname.lastname@ 

students.usd259.net

Community 
Service

6th Grade:  15 Hours
7th Grade:  20 Hours
8th Grade:  25 Hours

Submission Form

https://www.freedomflagfoundation.org/
http://bit.ly/RMSTech911
https://www.usd259.org/Page/11952
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Community Service

Submit Community 
Service Hours 

Online
6th Grade:  15 Hours
7th Grade:  20 Hours
8th Grade:  25 Hours

Submission Form

Know of a 
Community 

Service 
Opportunity?  
Email Denise Van Horn at 

dvanhorn@usd259.net to include 
on this page.  

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit 

http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? 

It’s a website (www.volunteerkansas.org) for 

people who want to find exciting and useful 

ways to engage in their community.  Students 

can browse opportunities to volunteer by 

location or by their interests.

https://www.usd259.org/Page/11952


Our primary goal is to finish Topic 2: Positive 
Rational Numbers, and to begin work on Topic 3—
Decimal Operations. This week we will be testing 
over fraction-by-fraction division and problem 
solving. If anyone would like one-on-one practice 
at their own pace, students can go to Mathia on 
Carnegie Learning. The book is also accessible on 
Carnegie Learning if a student forgets their binder.

We will be using microscopes in our cell 
investigations this week. The daily work is 
usually visible on Google Classroom if a 
student needs to look up what we did in 
class. We should be writing our first formal 
CER (Claim-Evidence-Reasoning) evaluation 
this week if all goes according to plan. :)

We will continue to work on our Unit 1 

standards with a novel study of Out of the 

Dust.

Weare wrapping up the first unit over Early 

Peoples and starting Unit 2 over Mesopotamia.

Students will use the vocabulary they are 

acquiring to co-create an original story entirely 

in Spanish. They will also use their drawing 

skills to illustrate and tell the story to one 

another in Spanish. You should be very proud 

of your 6th grader's progress; I know I am!

This week we will wrap up the "Generations" unit in 

the textbook. Students will use two texts to 

compare and contrast the theme. Students will 

complete a writing assignment this week. Students 

had their first trip to the library, everyone should 

have at least one library book they are reading. We 

will visit the library every 2 weeks.

This week we will continue in Topic 2: Positive 

Rational Numbers. We will begin testing on 

the targets for this topic:

* Dividing fractions by fractions using a model 

or a diagram

* Solve word problems involving division of 

fractions.

Students will use the vocabulary they are 

acquiring to co-create an original story entirely 

in Spanish. They will also use their drawing 

skills to illustrate and tell the story to one 

another in Spanish. You should be very proud 

of your 6th grader's progress; I know I am!

Language/Writing - Students are working on 

compound-complex sentences.

Reading – We continue to examine theme in 

literature.

Writing – Look for student letters in the mail.

We will be reading several issue of Superman: 

The Man of Steel as we work on solving 

multistep problems with finding equivalent 

fractions and fractional parts of a whole.



Students will be assessed on their reading 

comprehension skills on Tuesday. They will 

also watch and discuss a video about bull 

fighting. I am really impressed with the 

progress 7th graders are making with their 

Spanish. Please encourage your student to 

keep up with Duolingo.

We continue ourstudies of ecology, focusing on 

resource availability and how it effects 

populations within an ecosystem. We have 

recently competed a TUVA lab organizing and 

interpreting data related to wolves and elk in 

Yellowstone.

This week students will wrap up the 

"Generations" unit in their textbook. They will 

be comparing two texts. As we finish this unit, 

we will move into the science fiction unit.

This week, students will continue to work on 

Topic 3: Multiple Representations of 

Equations. We will start working on our target 

for this topic:

* Construct and Solve two-step equations for 

real world problems.

We will dive (or fly?) into our Sci-Fi Unit this 

week. Students will be reading to answer the 

question: What can science fiction tell us about 

today? As they seek to answer this question, 

they will analyze how specific elements of a 

literary text interact.

We will continue with human geography 

concepts, we will be looking at demographic 

vocabulary, government systems, and 

economic systems.

Students will be assessed on their reading 

comprehension skills on Tuesday. They will 

also watch and discuss a video about bull 

fighting. I am really impressed with the 

progress 7th graders are making with their 

Spanish. Please encourage your student to 

keep up with Duolingo.

The seventh graders will continue our science 

fiction unit with "All Summer In a Day" by Ray 

Bradbury. We’ll focus on how the authors 

developed their plots and themes, as well as 

how they use literary devices.

Math students will finish up the unit on 

Multiple Representations with a test toward the 

end of the week. We'll then move on to 

Probability.

Students will finish working on Module 3 Topic 
2 Solving Equations and Inequalities. Look 
for a test on Monday, September 13 over Topics 
1 and 2. If students are absent for quarantine, 
they can login to the class team to attend class. 
Please let me know if you have any questions 
or concerns.

http://www.duolingo.com
http://www.duolingo.com


Students will work in groups of three to 

practice their interpersonal speaking skills as 

they ask and answer questions about the 

"Guerra Sucia" and the "Asociación de las 

Madres de la Plaza de Mayo". This activity will 

also help prepare them for the writing 

evaluation that they will have on Tuesday.

We continue our studies of motion and 

changes in motion. Students have recently 

learned how to use Vernier LabQuest devices 

interfacing with laptops and using a motion 

sensing digital probe to measure motion and 

changes in motion.

What's that lurking behind the curtain? 

Students will carefully creep into the Suspense 

Unit this week. They will read to identify the 

literary elements that work together to create 

that spine-tingling sense of suspense. They will 

also examine narrator reliability and conflict 

development.

We will focus on life and systems in the British 

colonies, as a preface to the coming conflict 

between the colonies and Great Britain.

This coming week, the eighth graders will 
continue working with “The Tell-Tale Heart” by 
Edgar Allan Poe.

Algebra students will move to our next topic 

involving algebraic and geometric 

sequences. If students need extra help, they 

can call the Homework Hotline at 316-973-

4411 from 3:30-7:30 M-Th.

We continue to develop conjectures about the 

properties of various polygons and circles.

Art - students will be creating dilation art.

Students will finish working on Module 1 Topic 
2 Sequences. Look for a test on Monday, 
September 13 over Topics 1 and 2. If students 
are absent for quarantine, they can login to the 
class team to attend class. Please let me know if 
you have any questions or concerns.
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Technology Information

Google Classroom Microsoft Teams

Berry, Kathleen 

6th Grade Math & Science

Brown, Kristin

6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies

Jenney, Charles 

7th and  8th Grade Science

Sims, Katherine 

7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Taylor, Mike

6th and  8th Grade Language Arts & Math

Flores, Tara

6th, 7th and  8th Grade Spanish

Johnson, Cathy

6th and 7th Math & Language Arts

Lavacek, Molly 

7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Polson, Elizabeth 

6th Grade Spanish

Rowley, Michele 

7th and  8th Grade Social Studies

Sinsel, Jennifer 

7th and  8th Grade Math

Van Horn. Denise 

7th and  8th Grade Math

Important Usernames
Passwords will be what the student sets for 

their account

Rapid Identity:

Username:  pupil ID

Microsoft 0365 & Teams:

Username:  pupil ID@usd259.net

Student Email Address:

firstname.lastname@students.usd259.net

Student Vue

Username:  pupil ID

Google Classroom

Username:  pupil ID@usd259.net

Verizon Innovative Learning provides free 

technology, access ad innovative learning 

programs that transforms the learning experience. 

Visit https://sites.google.com/usd259.net/rms-

vils/home to learn more information.

https://sites.google.com/usd259.net/rms-vils/home


Page 7

Microsoft Teams Settings

Team Meeting Settings

• Update Preferences:  Click on the image in the 

upper right hand corner.

• Change Picture:  Add either a picture of yourself or 

Btmoji so that when your camera is off, we can identify 

you.  

• Settings:  A few settings you may want to update:

• Click on Edit for Meetings, and change your 

meeting chat notifications to mute so that 

during the meeting notifications do not pop up.

Completing Assignments in Teams
Teacher Assigns A Document to Edit

Open in Microsoft/Download:  Complete the assignment as 

normal.  You will need to save the document to your One Drive, 

then add a the file to the assignment to turn it in. When you are 

ready to turn in, hit the Turn In Button in the upper right corner.

OR 

Open Online: Complete the assignment as normal.  Close page 

when assignment is completed, your file will save automatically 

to your SharePoint.  If you need access later, you can find it in 

the assignment or in the files tab in the Teams App. When you 

are ready to turn in, hit the Turn In Button in the upper right 

corner.
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Virtual Class Meeting Expectations

Microsoft Teams Meeting/Class Expectations (SRG Employability Skills)

1. Do NOT join the meeting until the organizer has started the meeting.

2. Attend class in an environment conducive to your learning (sitting up, dressed for school, 

minimal distractions) and supplies ready.  

3. We encourage you to have your camera on during direct instruction and interaction time.  You 

may blur/change to a school appropriate background when your camera is on.  During work 

time you may turn your camera off.

4. Use appropriate language with written and oral communications. Keep your comments 

respectful, clean and focused on class. 

5. Only use the “chat” feature when directed to during class time.  The chat is your classroom, 

think of it as what you would say if you were to raise your hand in class.  

6. Follow appropriate social media and computer/device usage etiquette as a student of 

Wichita Public Schools. 

7. Please refrain from any “silly” activity during class time that may detract from the short time 

we have together each week (e.g. costumes, silly backgrounds, turning your screen upside 

down, etc.). If you engage in inappropriate behavior, you will be referred to Robinson 

Administration and your parents will be contacted. 

8. Please be aware that all digital information you enter can be read by district personnel. 

Nothing is private.

What is a Microsoft Team?

Each of your teams is a “separate classroom” where your teacher 

will post class announcements, materials, assignments, 

everything you will need for that class.

The General Channel will be used for teacher posts and 

announcement.  Each student should respond with an emoji only 

to indicate they have read the post.

The Questions Channel will be used if you have 

academic/procedural questions about the class, you can ask 

them on the Questions Channel.  Your questions are important to 

us. Please ask non-personal questions here. Personal questions 

should be emailed to your teacher.

Some teachers may be using Microsoft Teams for online classes.  To access 

Microsoft Teams through the Rapid Identity portal, you will need to sign in with 

your studentid@usd259.net and your district password. You can download the 

teams app on your computer or phone/tablet or use access on the web. 
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Microsoft Teams Meetings Tips
Participants

See who is in the 

meeting

Settings
To change setting 

when you are in the 

meeting.

Microphone On/Off
Enter the meeting with 

your microphone off.  

Turn on when you 

need to talk to 

teacher.

Leave Meeting
When the class is over 

use this button.

Chat
Only use the “chat” 

feature when directed 

to during class time.  

The chat is your 

classroom, think of it 

as what you would say 

if you were to raise 

your hand in class

Raise Hand
To indicate you have a 

question for your 

teacher

Camera On/Off
We encourage you to 

have your camera on 

during direct 

instruction and 

interaction time.  You 

may blur/change to a 

school appropriate 

background when your 

camera is on.  During 

work time you may 

turn your camera off

Share Screen
Only share your 

screen if your teacher 

has asked you to.

Team Meeting Settings

Device Settings: If you need to change your camera or microphone 

settings

Gallery/Large Gallery/Together Mode: Different views available to 

see your teacher and classmates.

Apply background effects: You can blur your background or apply a 

filter for when your camera is on.

Turn on live captions: Live captions and subtitles for the event you are 

viewing.



Page 10

USD 259 District Calendar
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PIB Contact Information

http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib
The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) will be posted.  

The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events for the following week.  To 

access classroom websites you will need to use your Parent/Student Vue account.

If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 

note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600.

Berry, Kathleen 
6th Grade Math & Science

Email:  kberry@usd259.net

Brown, Kristin
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies

Email:  kbrown12@usd259.net

Flores, Tara
6th, 7th and  8th Grade Spanish

Email:  tflores@usd259.net

Jenney, Charles 
7th and  8th Grade Science

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net

Johnson, Cathy
6th and 7th Math & Language Arts

Email:  cjohnson14@usd259.net

Lavacek, Molly 
7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net

Polson, Elizabeth 
6th Grade Spanish

Email:  epolson@usd259.net

Rowley, Michele 
7th and  8th Grade Social Studies

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net

Sims, Katherine 
7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Email:  ksims@usd259.net

Sinsel, Jennifer 
7th and  8th Grade Math

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net

Taylor, Mike
6th and  8th Grade Language Arts & Math

Email:  mtaylor4@usd259.net

Van Horn. Denise 
Team Leader

7th and  8th Grade Math

Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net

Website


